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there was an appropriation bill introduced, as Senator Nelson
has indicated, to app ropriate 200,000 for this purpose and it
was...the separate bill was not advanced by th e com mittee nor
was it inc luded as an a m endment to the bill. I merely would
s tand to indicate, as is true of a whole host of r equests t h at
c ame in , ma n y of them hav e a great deal of merit. At som e
point, you do not, just do not feel that you can add s ome ot h er
things to t h e level of funding that is already proposed. That
doesn't take away from the merit of those proposals particularly
but there are those hard choices that we have to make. I n this
case, there is a pr ogram in place. I think some of us looked
upon this as an exp ansion that probably more a p propriately
should be looked at at the beginning of a biennial budget rather
than in the middle, and, for those reasons, we did not advance
the bill for separate funding of this particular p rogram. I
suspect it has goo d potential for growth. At le ast, I had a
feeling that we needed a better assessment of what growth it may
have before we start providing significant General Fund money to
assist in the program. This is n ot to take away fro m the
program, but it xs, at least, my explanation as to why it was
not included and I would be reluctant to vote to add those funds
at t h i s p oi n t .

P RESIDENT: Th ank you . Se nator Ash ford, p le ase . N ay I
introduced some guests th a t are just com ing into the north
balcony, guests of Senator Carson Rogers. They are from Centura
Public Schools, 49 eighth graders, with their sponsors. That is
a consolidated school at Boelus, Dannebrog and Cairo. Would you
p lease welcome these guests to the Legislature. Thank you f o r
visiting u s today . Senat or Ash ford, please, t hen Senator
N elson .

SENATOR ASHFORD: T h ank you, Nr. President, members. I would
like to al s o rise and urge your support for Senator Nelson's
amendment, for many of the same reasons t ha t Sen ator C ha mbers
gave, and I am not going to belabor them, but I think sometimes
in this body because we, obviously, have to talk sometimes in
broad generalities and philosophies and we miss sometimes the
point about what it is really like in the trenches, and I think
that in this area is one of the areas where we sometimes do miss
it. It is rou g h out there. It is ro ugh out there for those
people who have to rely upon state services for support, and it
is rough ou t there for those who , in this case, who are
i lliterate and cannot read, and again I relate a story that w a s
b. ought to me by a constituent who is an ADC recipient, who is
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